[ — . 0 
- 


— N _ * 
* X * e . 2 N R . N 6 "= * 
SC 40 * . % E \ - 5 of g — 
of | | we AY. ; ; - 57 
” F * 4 * * * . i? . 4 -, * * : . — * - 
P N 563 10 15 7 ww » 1 1 
{ - * * * . 
of _ * 4 * ol Ty 
* . * 4 - 
; } 2 0 
5 , 5 6 2 | 
. - g © 'sS * 0 
THESE "; 
: wo 22 
4 5 = 
* Y : F * Y 
, 4 4 8 
a LN. 1 
- * a 
Z 


TO THE 


SACRAMENT. 


Setting forth the Great Obligation that 
lies. upon all Chriſtians, to a conſtant Atten- 
dance upon that Divine Ordinance; ; | 
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The Infinite Love, as well as power of Cod 
and of his Son Feſus Chriſt, in Giving and Calling 
of us to partake of that Holy Sacrament ; 4 
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The Neceſſi ity all Men are under to receive 
the h who — any Benefit by the Rs 4 
of Chri 4 
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Mic+s XI. 28. 


Come unto me all ye that labour, and are e beavy 1 
and ] will give you reſt. 
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ibs To the Truly Pious and Virtuous 


VM BARBARA 


Ms SU 
LaDIES, EE _ 
Had the Honour to Preach the following Ser mos 
before your Father, who was pleaſed to expreſs his E 
Approbation of it in words more becoming a truly good 
and religious Mas (as he was) and the greatneſs of the 
Subject, than what any weak Performance of mine could 
merit upon it: And when I waited on Jou lately, Tes 
were likewiſe pleaſed to remember the ſame with ſome 
pleaſare and ſatisfaction. BR 
I make bold therefore to preſent Jou with it in to- 
ken of my Eſteem and Veneration for the Memory of + 
bim that is gone, and of my particulat Reſpect to Ton, 
| who inherit his Virtues, 3 
Ad a Diſcourſes of this Nature do not ſo much _ 
want Patrons to defend them, as to promote the great |} 
= Defign of them, the good of Souls; ſo I am wel au- 
red, I am happy in a choice to that end, by Dedicating +: 
it to Jou, who are not only conſtant Hearers of ſach © | 
Subjects, but Doers of them. 1 
That God may Bleſs, preſerve and keep Jeu both, 
for the Increaſe of his Glory, aud Patterns of True 
Piety and Devotion; and by Tour Examples add to the 
Number of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, and i» the end 
gather You to your Fathers i» Peace and endleſs Fe- 
wcity, ſhall ever be the bearty Prayers of, 


LADIES. | | 
Your moſt Obedient and moſt _ * 
Deyoted humble Servant, 


| Samuel Colby. 4 


— 


Chriſtian Reader, 


5 Recommend to you the following Diſcourſe to 
be Read, with one I lately Publiſh'd on the ſame 
Subject, tho on a different Text: In both I ſtudy 
to be plain and moving, as the thing requires, it 
being of that concern to us all, as no Man can be 
ſaved without it. | 


My Printer acquaints me, that my former Dif- i 
courſe has met with a genera! Reception ; I pray 
God that both This and That may be but ſo ap- 
prov'd of, by a due performance of the Matter they | 
ercat of, and then [ ſhall think my ſelf amply rer 
warded tor my Pains, and be farther encouraged | 
to proſecute ſo Large, ſo Noble, and ſo Great 4 

Subject, to the Honour of God, and the Good of 
Souls. 


— Marr g. XI. 28. 2 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and 1 will give you reſt. 


N O the primary deſign of theſe Words, was to 
; ſet forth, the free Offer of the Goſpel in gene- 
ral, with all its excellent Bleſſings and Privi- 
leges; to the Few firſt, and afterwards to the Gentile, | 
and to all the World: Yer I can't but think they may 
very properly be apply'd to one particular Privilege 
among all the reſt, and that is; to the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper: and accordingly we find 
them ſo apply'd by the Wiſe Compiler of our Liturgy, 
in the Communion-Service of our Church. Hear . r 
— ., words our Saviour Chriſt ſaith unto all tbem that 
truly turn to him; Come unto me all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. And there is this 2 
great Reaſon for it; becauſe, by that Divine Ordinance 3 
all the Benefits of the Goſpel are more fully and large- 
ly conyey'd to the Faithful, than by any other Duty ux 
rivilege belonging to our moſt Holy Profeſſion; it he- 
ing that which crowns all our other Religious Perfor= 
mances, and compleats the Chriſtian Service; A Duty... * 
ſo neceſſary to be perform'd, that there is no Salyatio - 4 
to be had without it; and a Privilege ſo great, that 
when ever we duly partake of it, we receive thereby 
che Remiſſion of our Sins, and all other Benefits Gf 
= Chris Paſſion. $4 SS 
And yet for all the exceeding great and precious Pris. 4 
vileges annex d to the Performance of this Duty, (Go 
knows) there is nothing more negle&ed and abuſed = i 
You ſhall ſee thoſe, who are very Conſcientious in the 
Diſcharge of all. other Duties; fuch as keeping Holy. ? 
the Sabbath-day, 'conſtantly attending the Prayiery of; --1 
the Church, and diligent in Hearing the Word of GO 
preach'd, &. who never attend this great Ordinance, * * 
or fo ſeldom, as tho it wow a thing very indifferent 


— 
* 


3 | * and 4 


(6) 5 
and might be done, or not done, without any great in? 
conveniency, or injury to our Souls; whereas nothing 
can be more to the prejudice and danger of them, than 
{| to light and neglect this Holy Sacrament. 

3 Now upon the Warrant of our Church, and the 
great Uſetulneſs of the Application, I ſhall at preſent 
Fi treat of the Words wholly with reference td it. 
And I beſeech God ſo to aſſiſt me with his Holy 
© Spirit in ſpeaking of ir, that it may not only beget 


| © in me a Heart truly ſenſible of the great and in- 
14 8 


0 


a 


eſtimable Benefits thereof, but in all that hear me 
& this Day, ſuch Hearts and Minds, as rightly to value 
„ and make uſe of the ſame, * 5 
In order whereunto, I ſhall not trouble you with 
the ſeveral Heads which might be drawn from the 
' 
| 


* 


words to diſcourſe on; but only endeavour to ſet be- 
fore you the force of them, and by whom they were 
| ſpoken, as challenging your utmoſt attendance and ob- 
dſervance. 5 7491 
Firſt then, to conſider the force of the Words, Cowe 
unto me, &c. Now tho? theſe words look rather like 
an Invitation than a Command ; yet whether we are 
courted or commanded to our Duty, we certainly haye - 
no reaſon to neglect it; and where God does ſollicit, 
where he might command, our Diſobedience is the 
more inexcuſable: I ſay, tho theſe words look rather 
like an Invitation and Intreaty, than a Command, yet 
they have the force of both; and tho the Law for ob- 
ſerving the Sacrament is not one of the Ten Com- 
mandments, yet it is injoyn d us by the ſame God, and 
is of an indeſpenſible Obligation as any of the firſt ald i 
| © ſecond Table: Taking therefore the Words in both Sen- 
ſes, as a Command, and as an Invitation. 
Ler us conſider in the Second place, who it is that 
Commands and Sollicits us to this Duty, and then we 
hall ſee, what reaſon there is why we ought to have as 
great reſpect to the Obſervance of this Divine Ordi- 
| nance, as to any other Law or Command haf 


15 Firſt, It is God that 9 W 
who has a Sovereign Right over us, as we axe his 
tures, and therefore may lay w 1. 
ſes upon us, and challenge our ryance of Them 
and puniſh us if we do not obey them. 'Tis Gad whe 
Commands us to Come, who made us and a | things 1 
the World out of nothing by the Word of = 
r primitive 


and who by che ſame Power, with 4 Word, W1 
aan reduce us and all things to 
again. Tis God who Coma 
* we live, move, ' and have our Being z 
us all che Comforts and Bleſſingꝭ 
itſelf, :and who can take them away from us why 
R Tis God: Wh Commands dis te Cm 
vice'it Thunder,” and bis Breath 8 S matt and: e tonſuming 
Fire: i whoſe Rid 9 beating in by» 
Nation: as Potter v Veſſel: WhO hag Ami of 2 | 
— . as, whole Foiep ; 
Men will fe, and nut can ſee 1 Aken Oh ng | 
Goch is here vo dealwichal:! as 3 
Now did we but conſider; as * | 
Wallis Great, this "Powerful; this: Terrible | 
Commands us to C We would net, we d 
certaily do any ather̃ than — 74 
the Pſa miſt t fl dro 
our" Maker. — — -we not drea 


18 


a0 to "fend: Km — Meral — | 
know: yo a 8 ? Yamaha 7 — 
more: for Man can ouly (and not 
that ſt ſelf withour God permits) N fre 
both Body 45d Soul endicaf in into Hell +: Aut therefore none 
more to be fear d; none more to he obey'd-than fo 
Great, ſo Po ſo Terrible a Gd. We know 
not how ſoon God may ſpeak tous in Thunder and 
Le ning, daſh us to WY and fend us quick Hl : 
A 4 ell. 
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Hell. This we ate aſſured of, that He has Powef & 
noligh to do it, and-that we for our contempt and Jt 
lect do juſtly deſer clit: We may feed our, ſel ves up 
with fancies (as T'am afraid too many of us do) that 
God does not now'f6& immediately puniſn Offenders, as 
he did of old; as indeed he does not, for which ſome c 
Way poof Reaſons may be given; yet we are not with- WW 
out fich tokens of ki: Diſpleaſute, as ought to be ſuf- 
fcient Warnings toi us all, not to preſume too far upon 
His Patience and Forbearance. Bur ſuppoſing it were 
vot ſo, that we might Sin ſecuretyall the Days of our 
Lives: live in the neglect of our Duty, and never ap: 
$ 


. - 1 1 


1 och his Table, but from time to time turn our Ba 


. 


1 methinks it ſhould be terrible enonghe to 

krffrk bk falling imo'the Hands of the Living Cad at | 
anytime; and tho we may eſcape: from one I renfe 

Freſſion co another; that Vengeahee will reach.us-at 
RE bould make Way fearful to offend, as if. it was to 
follow upon the Heek vf —— — of Diſqhadience, 
And. is is certain, That however we may-eſcdye:in 
this Le, we Nai ung puuiſud. Fhert is 
iy, to come Whichlingrerhvndrgi wherein we ſhall 
dearly pay for all and it will bewvery ſmall. Satisfacti⸗ 
on thento thipkythiatwehavee from one rank 


Ot of Gots- a STO another in chis World when 
nuſt be fot cv fd for it in the World ta come. 


But if we will not for Fear, let us out / of G ratixude 
and Love hear ken unte the Voice of the Lord Ot God, 
OD Graciouſſy cals and invites us to Come unto Hum 
1 1 ——— N 
atid that which it moſt pro iies in this place; 
#:W6td of Intreaty. o bar uh cy þ ft 
intreat you to Come: as God elſewhere expreffes himſelf 
ima fnoſt affectionate and pat hetital Strain: 577 that 
'7bere were ſuch a Heart in tba People, that they would ſea mme, 
and keep my Commandments always, that it might be ell with 
them and their Children for ever. Nayiit ſpeaks more, as 
if God was troubled and concern d, that we * not 
i | Tome; 


1 99; $5 | 
. s be ſpeaks in another place; anti wil ja 46 
„% Irael; turn ye, tun ge ot} eee 
Vc read in Hiſtory, of ſeyeral Perſotis who have 
u Converted, and became New Men, upon Readi 
Hearing ſome particular Texts of Scripture: Ag 
Anis by reading a Verſe or two in the 13th Chapter 
„ Romans; Junius by reading three ox four Verſes in 
W 1/ of Sr. Jobn; and others by others... 
No can you find a more moving aa in the whole 
, than this before us, if you well conſider it? Coms 
Wo me all ze that labour, and are bea vy laden, and 1 will gixs 
re. Tle very repeating of the words £2 make 
Fhriſtian's Heart leap within him, it.ſpeaks ſo muc 
Intort; it is enough to warm a Heart, if it is not, i 
Nill not be à Stone, if it be ſenſible What it is to 
inner; to hear that an Offended, Juſt, Almishey a | 
Wrrible God, offers to put away our Sins, t caſe us q 
bürchen of them, which otherwiſe would fink 1s 
o Hell, and take us into fayour and unto joy with 
mſelf. Why art thou ſo dull then, O my Soul? and why {a 
id within me, as not to ſtit, not to be affected at the 
naing eee, cn Ei he 
Alas! if none of us eyer came, or barkned to his Call; 
dd would, be God withont us, bleſt, for eyer bleſt in 
ioyment of Himſelf; for he wants nothing that we 
eie co add to his Happinels; and yet that He ſhoul 
Hurt and Sollicit us to Come unto Him. Lord] what js 
ber thon ert mindful of bim, or the Sow of Man that 
e gandi him! When we have offended any pe 
bvbho is above us, how ready are we to ſue for 
1 3 and to cloſe with all opportunities of being recon- 
, and receiv'd into favour : and who ſo much aboy 
Ws the Great God? and whom have we more offend- 
> and ſhall we refuſe, any Overtures of Pardon that is 
Nees from Him? ſhall we ſlight thoſe Acts of Grace . + |? 
ich His Goodnels is pleaſed to offer, to free us fromm 
. and render us acceptable in his ſight?” T heſe as 
Ings which we ought to ſuc for to God, and not God 
8 | t | | to 
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V 1 
to us; they being purely for our good, and not any 
vantage to Him: For what need has God of ſuch p 
wretched Souls as we, ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, frail ai 
mortal Creatures? Heaven it ſelf would be never the 

bleſſed and glotious State, ſhould never a one of us e 
enter into the Joys thereof: Theſe are things which 
ought moſt humbly to petition for and defire, the ſat 
and happineſs hot h of our Souls and Bodies, in this lili 
and that which is to comte, depending upon the Gra 
and Fruition of them: How then can we reje& or ſliꝗ 
the Offer, which God is pleafed to make us, and toi 
before-hand with us, to colt, and ſollicit, and beg Ws 
NN 
us to accept of? 11 wr 1 
But take care how you" deſpiſe the Grace of Go e 
He that now comes in Mercy, and knocks at the Doo 
of your Hearts, and fo lovingly inviteth you to com 
will come in Terror, Aﬀoniſhment and Confuſion WW - 
them that abuſe his Goodneſs ; when Tribulation all 
Anguiſh ſhall be the portion if every Soul that doth evil. 7 
will then laugh at your Calamity, and mock when your F088 \ 
rom:th: Slight tlie Means of Grace as much as thou wii 
trample upon and defpiſe the Word of God and his SF! 
craments ; diſobey his Will, and break his Laws, at ti 
own perll be it, Sure 1 am, you will all too late repel 
it; if to day you hear not bu voice, but harden your hearts, WF 
But this is not all; God has not only commande u 
and invited, where he might have commanded '; bulge 
He has ſent his only Son to invite us, to ptepare a Fea! 
for us, and to entertain us wich his Prefence; nay, t 
give ns his own moſt precious Body and Blood to fee: 
coll TD. 8811 ©: 03-936 ,90 
1 O Gracious God, what an Obligation haſt tho 
© laid upon us to Obedience in this thy dear Son, an 
© our Lord and only Saviour! They muſt never thing 
© of that Act of Love and Condeſcenſion, that brought 
© Chriſt into the World; never reflect upon what H 
& has done for them, that are either deaf to his In vita 


* tions, or dead to the performance of his "_ a 
7 : 
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9 en} 1 

ny Hd God ſent one of the loweſt of his Angels with 
Mleſſage, it would have been more than we could 

ies or deſerve; and we could not but with all hum 


hel Thankfulneſs have receiv'd the favour; but that He 


s en uld ſend his only Son to Invite and Call us; as it 
ich ahtens the Mercy, ſo it does our Obligation to hear 


ak reverence Him; and how many Obligations. do 


is li upon us to hear and obey. the Son of Gd e 

Grail nf, We are bound to hear and obey Him; becauſe 
ſlig od has commanded us ſo to do. This is. wy. beloved 
to,, ſays He, Hear ye Him. __ 


£7 8 18 rn 
WW. Secondly, We are bound to hear and obey Him, as 
Nee is Equal with God, has the ſame Authority and Power 
God er us; as He is the True God above all. bl:fed for ever, 
500 mig bty to ſave; as He is the Lord, who made, and doth. 
conf ain all things by, bus Power „ and who is worthy 80. receive 
on Honour and Glory, and Homage from Men and Angels, and 
L 7 | 22 4, and 


things withitbe Father; as He is King K. 
| rd of Lords; Lord of the whole Creation, of the New 
Fe well as of the Old; but more particularly Our Lord, 
wil He has purchaſed and redecemed us. 


lf Vrael were bound to bear ken unto the Word of the- 
4, and to obſerve thoſe Laws which God gave them 
epel the hands of Moſes; how much more are we obli T7 
pay all dutiful Submiſſion and Obedience to his Will, 

ught and revealed, and interpreted to us by his only; 
gotten San, whom he ſear into the Worlg-for that; 
185 „to give us Laws, and direct us in che way 

alvatien ?? d 1 hat 100 ＋ 112811 
I hope I ſpeak to none that queſtion he Power and 
uthority of Chriſt, both to Command and Require 


thor Obſervance; nor to any that do not gyn the In- 
an titution of the Sacrament, to have the force of a Law, 
hin nd to be as binding as any other Law whatſocver given 


at May, live in a conſtant neglect of it, and in open de-+ 
vitaſance to all the Admonitions and Warnings,! all che. 
alls and Invitations to their Duty herein ?: 
Ha * . Wha 


% 


e 143 ** 
What can be ſaid for ſuch; I know not; of what th * | 
ran ſay for themſelves with any comfort or ſartisfaQig le 3 
of Mind, upon the leaſt ſerious and ſober reflection ic 
their Duty in this Point, Tam at a loſs to find out. 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, [hall enter into i 
King dom of Heaven ; but be that doth the Will of my F ati 
which is in Heaven, Matt. 7.21. are Chriſt's own word 
And what was the il of bis Father, but that we ſnouſ 
hear bim? And when he ſays unto us; Do this in rem o 
brance of me; why dot we do it? And in my Te. 
when he Calls, Come unto me, &c. why don't we comWne 
I; not this dire& Diſobedience to the Will of God o 
and can we expect leſs than to be excluded the Kingdoi 
of Heaven for it? The Thoughts of which, one wou 
think, above all things, ſhonld awaken us to our Duti N 
and not ſuffet us to live one moment longer, than iu 
the next oppottunity , without doing that, witho ere 
which we can never hope to come to Heaven. An 
what follows ſuch an Excluſion, which I need not te. 
you may make us treinble to think of, and dread no 
thing more than to have it our portion, if we have am 
real concern for what ſhall become of us hereafter, an 
whether we ſhall be for ever happy, or eternally mi 
ſerable in the Life tb ehmmʒe ? d +1 2 
Nor are we only thus ſtrictly obliged to Come utitag®! 
the Lord's Supper, in Obedience to his Command, wier 
had Power and Authority ſufficient to require it of us 
but much more out of Love and Gratitude to Him that . 
hath appointed it, are we bound to de his Will; con 
ſidering what he has done for us, and left this as his lafit 


ot 


Will, not only in remembrance of Him, but to intitiq l 


us to the Benefits He hath purchaſed for us. 


Conſider then, that it is the Holy Feſms that Calls up 
on you to Come; Jeſus, your Saviour, who came into the 
World on ole to ſave you from your Sins, and 


from the Wrath of God, and from everlaſting Puniſhy 


ment, the juſt Rewards of them; and not only fo, but 


| to reconcile you to his Heavenly Fathò, and to reſtore 


you 


f U 4 
th | to a better condition than your firſt Parents had 
actin to a ſtate of Grace inſtead of Nature, and to a 
on ee in Heaven itiftead of Paradiſe. And how can you 
ect that he ſhould be a Saviour unto you, if you will 
»to ¶ t be governed and directed by Him, if you will not 
Fat wer his Call, and do what he would have you do? . 
vor WC onſider, that tis He that calls and invites us to 
ou ne, who hath done ſo great Things for us; as the beſt 
emenWomprehenſion'we have of them, are the certain Bene- 
Teng we receive thereby: Who, tho! he filled Heaven 
cond Earth, was content to be confin'd in the narrow 
God Wounds of a Virgin's Womb: Tho an Eternal and 
>donÞmortal Being was pleas'd to take our frail Nature 
ou pon him, and become Fleſh ,, and be born into the 
DutjWV orld, to know nothing but Labour and Sorrow, the 
an tWurſe entaild upon our Natures from the firſt Tranſ- 
ho eſſion: And all this for our ſakes, that having a ſenſe 
An our Infirmities, he might the more affetionately 
t tel ity and ſuccour our weak and frail Eſtate. 
to Conſider, thar'tis He that calls upon us to Come, wha - 
am ent about doing good; wrought Miracles for the Convicti- 
ann of Sinners; ſent forth his * to preach Repentange 
mid Remiſſion of Sins, to —_ the Glad tidings of Salvation 
gal the World; who gave himſelf an Example of Ho- 
uni ineſs and Purity of Living, and whofe whole Life was 
wia dne - continued Act of Love and Pity to the greateſt of 
FasWinners : And who, when his Hour was come, that 
that he muſt return to the Father, ſent us His Holy Spi- 
con it, to guide and direct, to help and comfort us in 
jaſi he way of his Laws, and the performance of our 
tit Duty; and hath appointed his Miniſters to the End 
f the World, to beſcech you in his ſtead to be re- 
tipMceonciled to God, and in his Name to invite you to his 
the Holy Supper. 3 
and Conſider, that tis He that calls upon you to Come; 
iſn who not only ſuffer'd all his Life long for us, was 8 Mean 
but / Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief : Who thus exerted 
ore Himſelf in all the Acts of Beneficence and Love, of 
you Tenders 


* N I 
Tenderneſs and Charity to Men's Souls as well as 
dies; but at laſt ſuffer'd himſelf to be epprehety E 4 
try'd and condemn'd, and to be put to death for pc 
Oh! what an amazing Inſtance of Love was he 
Greater Love than this bath no Man, then that a Man 4 
down his Life for bis Friend : But that the Son of Gn 
ſhould dye for us, who were Enemies to him as v of 
as our ſelves, lays ſuch an eternal Obligation upon Wi 
to all the Returns of Duty and Gratitude, that noe 
cuſe, no pretence whatſoever can ever pals for the i 
lure in one thing that he does require of us. He wi, 
could have commanded more than twelve Legions of Ang tl 
to bis _ out of love to us, made no refiſtance 
the rude Hands that ſeized him as a Malefactor; ! 
content to be dragged before the High-Prieſft ; to be 
cus'd by falſe Witzeſſes, to be arraigned and ſentenced T 
to be ſpit upon, blind-folded, and buffeted, mockt and ſet 
nougbt; to be ftript naked, and ſcourgel ; and, after: 8 
to be nailed to the Croſs, thereon to ſuffer a painfi 
and an ignominious Death; Painful! when the ver 
thoughts of it, before it came, made his Soul very hen 
and excteding ſorrowful ; made him offer up Prayers with 
ftrong Cries and Tears, that if it were his Father's will 
that Cup might paſs from him: Painfal! that threw hin 
into an Agony and Bloody Sweat, and brought an Ang 
down from Heaven to comfort him. Oh! then wha 
mult his Sufferings be in the execution, which were f. 
intolerable in expectation! Who can expreſs the Ago 
nies and Tortures he then endured, when he cried oui 
My God, My God, why baſt thou forſakew me? And fron 
whence proceeded all this, but from the weight of ou 
Sins, that bore him down, God having laid upon bim t 
iniquit ies of us all, from the weight of thoſe Sins; which 
if he had not taken upon him, had funk us in Eter 
Miſery and Torment. | | 
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_ - Conſider then, that it is this Jeſus, thus perſecuted ana 
afflicted, thus torrur'd and rack'd,and bleeding upon thei 
Croſs that calls upon you to Come unto Him. maght 


* 0 5 ) $ * | ; | 
you hear your Seviazr thus ſpeaking unto you 
n E for "its Cauſe I came” into. the World, 1 vet 
or to make you rich; deſpiſed to make you ho- 
rable; I was buffered® for your Tranſgreſhons: 3 
as wounded to make you whole, and dyed _ 
vou might live. Come, Come then unto me all that 
vl Ala hold on Eternal life; Come, Come and par- 
one of 6. Bread, which whoever eateth of ſhall never oe 
of that Drink, which. whoever drin let h f ſhall t 01 
e: nay, imagin that you hear and behold your Savi- 
with trouble and concern expoſtulating the Caſe 
th you, as God did with rael? Why will you ſuffer 
y Blood to be ſhed in yain 2 Why will you not come 
wills partake of my Table which I have pre ared with 
be ox great expence and trouble for you, and propoſed . 
nell much ſatisfaction to my ſelf, and good to you by it? 
fee hought nothing too much ro do for you; to reſcue 
r from that miſery I beheld you in, I was content to 
ee the Joys of my Father's Kingdom, and expoſe 
ſelf to all the Hardſhips of a Mortal State, and the 
.. ndal of an infamous and reproachful Death: Why 
n will you fruſtrate my Expectation, and render my 
andertaking ineffectual Can you think it is any plea» 
ile to me to be thus diſappointed of my End, or not 
Ang ther a trouble, to find that Blood deſpiſed and 
ampled upon by you, which was ſufficient to fave a 
ouſand Worlds? As the — — was touched 
With a Scnce of our infirmities whilſt he was here upon 


Wrth, ſono doubt of ir, he retains the ſame paſſionate 


„, moking interceſſion for us, | | 
And now, Is there any thing that ſuch a God and ſuck, þ. 

G aviour can command or deſire, that upon any pre- 
nce whatſoever we can fairly or ſafely refuſe to obey > 
ind what may we not promiſe our ſelves from ſo great 
ove, with which this — comes recommended 
us 2 Come unta me all je that labour and are heavy laden, 
2 id I will give gon reſt; Tis an invitation as Univerſal as 


goncern for us now; that he is at the Right band 7 
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Him that made it; a Call to hd, but ſuch 4 wilfültz 
clude themſelves; none excepᷣteſ, no not the gteateſt of 
ners, that will accept of it, and prepare themfelves avi 
ought to receive it. How then hall we eſcape, if we nal 
ſo great Salvation ? Does the Almighty command, and 
we not obey? Does He court us, and will we not comply 
He ſent his only begotten Son to call us, and will we not cal 
And has he done and ſuffered ſo much for us, and will w 
do fo much for Him ? Has He appointed His' Miniſters 
to invite us in His Name, and in Chrif's ftead, and will well 
abſent our ſelves? What could He have done more, eithepl 
compel or court us to Obedience, than He has done? Mt 
may we not expect, if we ſtill go on to {light His Cal, that 
will caft us off, and leave us to the Rewards of our Ing 
tude and Diſobedience, the juſt Judgment of God bath ke 
and hereafter. de” ok he I 
Oh! may we conſider this in time, before it comes to th 
as I truſt in God, it is yet in every one of our Powers, ho 
ever backward and careleſs we have been hitherto, to prev 
it by a ſuture, diligent Preparation, and a regular and cd 
ſtant Attendance upon that Divine Banquet, that Food 
Souls, which will nouriſh us to Life everlaſting ! May f 
Fear and Love of God then, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
work upon us, asto make us careful in this, and every thit 
elſe ; of nothing more, than to love and fear, and do his Will 
May we have a right ſenſe and apprehenſion of what Chi 
has dorie and ſuffered for us; then fhall we be-ſenſible of off 
Obligation to hearken unto Him when he Calls, ſenſible i 
the Neceſſity we are in to fly unto Him for Mercy, to be gt 
vern'd and directed by Him, and then we ſhall ſee and be cot 
vinced of the great folly and madneſs we were guilty. of, 
abſenting our ſelves from that Holy Sacrament, the only mea 
of partaking of the Benefit of his Paſſion, and conſequeatl 
of obtaining God's favour in the Pardon of our Sins, and thi 
Everlaſting Salvation of our Souls. | 
Which God of bis infinite Mercy grant we may all ſerioul 
think of and do, tro Feſus Cbrift our Lord. Amen Anietl 
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